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Global Plastics Outlook
ECONOMIC DRIVERS, ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND�POLICY OPTIONS

While plastics are extremely useful materials for�modern society, plastic production and�waste generation 
continue to�increase with worsening environmental impacts despite international, national and�local policy 
responses, as well as industry commitments. The urgent need to�make the�lifecycle of�plastics more circular 
calls for�an�expansion of�national policies and�improved international co-operation to�mitigate environmental 
impacts all along the�value chain.

The �rst of�two reports, this Outlook intends to�inform and�support policy efforts to�combat plastic leakage. The 
report quanti�es the�current production, use, disposal and�key environmental impacts throughout the�entire 
plastics lifecycle and�identi�es opportunities for�reducing the�negative externalities. It also investigates how 
plastics use and�waste have been affected by�the�COVID-19 pandemic across sectors and�regions. The Outlook 
identi�es four key levers for�bending the�plastics curve: stronger support for�recycled (secondary) plastics 
markets; policies to�boost technological innovation in�plastics; more ambitious domestic policy measures; 
and�greater international co-operation.

�����#�$���!�����+�*�)�.�)�*��

PRINT ISBN 978-92-64-65494-5
PDF ISBN 978-92-64-58406-8

G
lobal P

lastics O
utlook   

E
C

O
N

O
M

IC
 D

R
IV

E
R

S
, E

N
V

IR
O

N
M

E
N

TA
L IM

P
A

C
T

S
 A

N
D

�P
O

LIC
Y

 O
P

T
IO

N
S

Under embargo until Tuesday, 22 February 2022 at 10:00 (UTC)


	Preface
	Foreword
	Report roadmap

	Acknowledgements
	Abbreviations and acronyms
	Executive Summary



