
European commission ‘non-paper’ guidance on single use plastic definitions 

 

Type of wrapper Criteria 

Small portions (less than 150 grams) of 

sweets and biscuits sold by single unit 

 

 

 

• “flexible material”  

• containing food for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 wrapper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandwich wrapper 

 

• “flexible material”  

• containing food for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 wrapper 
 

Small portions of frozen food sold by a 

single unit  

 

• “flexible material”  

• containing food for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 wrapper 

 

 
  



Type of packet  

Small portions (less than 150 grams) of 

biscuits, nuts, crisps, chips, popcorn and 

sweets sold by single unit  

 

 

• “flexible material”  

• containing food for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 packet 

 

 

Larger quantities of bakery goods, biscuits 

and sweets in one packet (more than 150 

grams) 

  

 

 
• “flexible material” 

• containing food but not for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• Ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation 
 

 

 no packet 

 

  



 

Small portions - individually packed - of 

bakery goods, sweets, frozen food and 

chewing gum sold in more than one unit, 

regardless of the receptacle in which they 

are sold  

 

 

 
• “flexible material” containing food 

• for “immediate consumption” from the 
packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation 
 

 packet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Larger quantities of fresh food in one packet  
2 situations:  

 
1) without further cutting/slicing or conditioning 

 

• “flexible material”  

• containing food but not for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 

 no packet 

 
2) further cutting/slicing or conditioning needed 

 
• “flexible material” containing food 

• containing food but not for “immediate 

consumption” from the packet or wrapper 

• Not ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 no packet 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small portions of fresh foods – individually 

packed - , sold in more than one unit 

 

 
• “flexible material” containing food 

• Not for “immediate consumption” from the 
packet or wrapper 

• Ready to be consumed “without further 

preparation” 

 

 no packet 
 

 

 

 



Type of beverage container  

Plastic bottles for water with detachable and 

attached plastic lid 
 

 

 

2 situations: 

 

1) When less than 2 L: 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

• likely to be littered 

 

 

 beverage container 

  beverage bottle 

 

2) When more than  2 L: 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

• less likely to be littered 

 

 

 no beverage container  

 no beverage bottle 

Plastic bottles for juices and energy, alcoholic, 

soft, milk and mixed milk drinks with 

detachable and attached plastic lid 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 situations: 

 

1) When less than 2 L: 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

• likely to be littered 

 

 

 beverage container 

  beverage bottle 

 

2) When more than  2 L: 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

• less likely to be littered 

 

 

 no beverage container  

no beverage bottle  

1-person portions juice pouches with plastic 

layer 
 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

• Not conceived for multiple trips or rotations 

 

 

 beverage container  

 no beverage bottle 

 

1-person portion cardboard beverage 

containers with plastic inner lining 
 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

• Not conceived for multiple trips or rotations 

 



  

 beverage container 

 no beverage bottle 
 

More than 1-person size quantity cardboard 

beverage containers with plastic inner lining 
 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 beverage container 

 no beverage bottle 

 

 

Beverage containers containing concentrates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ongoing discussion on the 

inclusion/exclusion of metal/glass 

bottles/containers 

 

 

Instant beverages 

 

 

• Not a receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 no beverage container 

 no beverage bottle 

 

Glass bottles for water with detachable plastic 

lid 

 

* Ongoing discussion on exemption of glass bottles 



Glass bottles for juices and soft drinks with 

detachable plastic lid 

 

 

* Ongoing discussion on exemption of glass bottles 

 

 

 

 

Glass bottles for alcoholic beverage with plastic 

cork/cap 

 

 

* Ongoing discussion on exemption of glass bottles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aluminium can with plastic lining/coating 

 

 

* Ongoing discussion on inclusion/exemption for metal 

beverage containers 

Cups for beverages  

Plastic cups for cold beverages 
 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 beverage cup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beverage cups sold in supermarkets  

 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 beverage cup 

 

 



Cardboard beverage cups with plastic inner 

lining/coating for both hot and cold beverages 
 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 beverage cup 

 

Styrofoam drink cups for both hot and cold 

beverages 
 

 

 

• receptacle used to contain liquid 

 

 

 

 beverage cup 

 

 

 


